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THE RIGHT HONORABLE 
THE EARL or STAMFORD, PRESIDENT, 
-. 0 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE THE VICE PRESIDENTS, 
TO THE RIGHT REVEREND THE VISITOR. 


© EN 
AND 


TO ALL THE GOVERNORS 
OF THE | 
LEICESTER INFIRMARY, axv LUNATIC ASYLUM, 


THIS S ERM ON, 
PREACHED AND PUBLISHED WITH THE V IEW OF 
RECOMMENDING AND SUPPORTING 
THOSE EXCELLENT INSTITUTIONS, 
or WHICH THEY ARE THE PATRONS, 

IS NOW, WITH ALL DEFERENCE AND RESPECT, 
5 | INSCRIBED BY THEIR OBLIGED | 


AND HUMBLE SERVANT, 


THE AUTHOR., 


ADVERTISEMENT; 


Deſerence to the opinion of others has determined the Author to pre- 
ent this Sermon to Ne world, 


He is not inſenſible to the condeſcending politeneſs of the Governors 
of the Infirmary, whoſe teſtimony of approbation has been tranſmitted 
to ham by their Secretary: and /ie 25 encouraged to hope, that a pub- 
lication, which concurs with their wiſhes in attempting to promote the 
entereſts of the Lunatic Aſylum, now in its infancy, wil meet with their 


patronage and ſupport, }. 


It may not be improper to obſerve, that the three firſt pages of the diſ- 
courſe were almoſt wholly omitted in the Pulpit, through a fear of treſpaſſ- 
| eng too long on the ind ulgence of the Audience, But when it is conſidered 
Tat thiey originally formed its beginning, and that the obſervaitons they 
contain are obviouſly ſuggeſted by the Text, all further apology for their 
| entrodufion will be deemed unneceſſary. 
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PRINCIPLES ANUVEXTENT 


CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE &&. 
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for in Jeſus Chriſt, neither circumcift on availeth wy thing, nor un- 


circumciſion, but Jeu which worketh "0 love. 


— 


1 the 4 which God 1 Almighty has e to 


promulgate is adapted and adequate to the removal of every mi- 
ſery to which ſin has expoſed the world, is a truth very generally 


acknowledged, however partially or faintly it may be felt. A religion 
founded upon principles of ſuch extenſive benevolence, and which 

offers its bleſſings, with a liberality worthy their magnitude, to every 
creature“, however limited his capacity, however obſcure his ſitua- 
tion, however loaded with tranſgreſſion, —ſuch a religion, one might 


5 imagine, needed only to be publiſhed, to arreſt and fix the attention 
pf every mind, to excite admiring and thankful love within every 


heart, and to call forth — and — hallelujahs from 


every tongue. 


— But 
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But alas! man is not merely, through his tranſgreſſion, a child 
of ſorrow and of wrath, he is likewiſe the ſervant of depravity ; and 
it 1s only upon our admitting his depravity, and admitting it in all 
its dreadful latitude of degree and conſequence, that we can ratio- 
nally account ſor the following myſterious and melancholy facts. 
that Chriſtianity, though 1 it is the expreſs 1 image of the nf} excel- 
lence of its Author, has been treated as if it had neither *form nor 
comelineſs, that Chriſtianity, though its beauty depends upon the 
mutual relation and connection of its ſeveral parts, has been unſairly 
and abſurdly mutilated, that Chriſtianity, though it deſcribes a 
moral diſeaſe of which all are the ſubjects, and reveals a remedy 
which all are invited to participate, has met with an oppoſition as 
determined | and virulent, as if, inſtead of offering an antidote, it in- | 
creaſed and confirmed the malady ; as if, inſtead of diſcovering, 
and endeavouring to allure into, the path of eternal glory, it led 
down, by ſome deluſive or irreſiſtible power, to the chambers of ever- 


ö laſting darkneſs. 


Whilſt in every age of the Church the e of the Son of God, 
in its moſt eſſential parts, has proved a ſtumbling block” to ſome, 
and appeared fooliſhneſs" to others, not a few, even of its pre- 
| tended advocates, have given mournful evidence, that though they 
| boaſted of its excellency they miſtook its nature, though they pro- 
feſſed its doctrines they perverted its deſign, though they were wil- 
ling to bow the knee at the name of Jeſus, they were equally — 
to nn him afreſh,” 


Mn would have been well if theſe diſgraceful and defiruitive evils 
had loſt their frequency or their effects through the lapſe of time: it 
would have been well, if, in an age which boaſts of pre-eminent dif 
cernment, we had known nothing of error but from its deſcriptioa 
in the bible, nothing of its conſequences but from the detail of the 
hiſtorian. Alas! a very limited and tranſient obſer vation of the ſtate 


of 
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of the moral world will too eaſily and too ſully convince us, that an- 
tichriſtian ſentiment and conduct ſtill continue to exiſt and triumph. 
On the one hand, we behold the Antinomian. This man, who is 
aſking of his conſcience a licence to tranſgreſs, who is attempting to 
combine the indulgence of his luſts with the hope of heaven, the 
favor of God with an oppoſition to hiswill, —this man ſeeks refuge 
from his fears under the unauthorized and unhallowed perſuaſion, 
that a mere aſſent to the great truths of the Goſpel will ſuffice to his 
eternal peace. But what is the language of ſuch a ſyſtem as this? 
It proclaims that the Son of God is confederate with the prince of 
darkneſs; that he came down from heaven, not to raiſe: mankind 
above the ruins of the fall, but by conniving at, to give a ſanction 
to, their iniquity, which is at once the degradation of their nature, 


the ſource of all preſent miſery, whether felt or feared, and the pa- 
rent of that worm which will never die. 


On the other hand, we diſcover the A for human merĩt.— 
This man, who, looking through the dazzling and deceitful medium 


of inordinate ſelf-Jove, imagines that his duties have a brilliancy 
which muſt command admiration, and a magnitude which will not = 


only counterbalance his ſins, but eſtabliſh a claim upon his God,— 


| this man, equally with the character already conſidered, miſtakes 


and perverts the Goſpel, endangers and deſtroys his immortal ſoul. 
For if we diveſt him of the glare which his own preſumptuous delu- 
ſions have thrown around him, what ſhall we behold? A creature 
riſking eternity upon actions, which have been always defeQive and 
as often defiled ; a ſinner, the habit of whoſe ſoul ſhould be profound 
abaſement, and the exerciſe of whoſe lips importunate ſupplications 
for mercy, exalting himſelfinto a claimant upon Divine beneficence; 
a rebel, invited by ſtupendous compaſſion to pardon and to bleſſ- 
ednefs through the blood of a Redeemer, venturing, with equal in- 
gratitude and arrogance, to divide or to conteſt with that Redeemer 
the 


Po 


\ 
the praiſe of his ſalvation. In a word, we behold a creature, a ſinner, 
and a rebel, pleading his own polluted obedience, and, of conſe- 
- quence, pleading a neglect of the bleſſed Jeſus, as the ground for an 


admiſſion to the favor of a righteous God, and to the glones of his 
eternal kingdom. 


Equally remote from Phariſaical haughtineſs and Antinomian pro- 
| fligacy appears the great Apoſtle of the gentiles, whether we exa- 
mine his doctrine, or ſcrutinize his conduct. He always aſſociates, 
with a provident circumſpection, faith and practice, promiſes and 
commands, privileges and duties, affording to each a due propor- 
tion of regard, aſſigning to each 1 its proper place. Of his watchful 
attention to this beautiful and neceſſary connection we have a cloud 
of witneſſes in each of his epiſtles. I have ſelected one from the 
number to be the ſubject of the preſent diſcourſe. © For»mn Jeſus 
Chriſt, neither circumei/ion availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, 

but 5 which worketh by love.” 

< 

Ihis is Chriſtianity: and if we would 3 its nature and 
penetrate its deſign, behold its excellency and rejoice in its bleſſed- 
neſs, we muſt contemplate and poſſeſs its graces, in their combina - 

tion and order as exhibited in the n pel. 


The words of the text ſu ggeſ to our r conſideration the two ſollow- 
| ing points. | | 


* The nature and the office of "faith. 15 
II. Its energy and effefs: it wor letz by love.” 


This diſcuſſion will lead me, by a very eaſy and obvious tranſi- 
tion, to recommend to the uſual, nay I will venture to add to an 


increaſing, exertion of your benevolence, chat valuable Inſtitu- | 
tion, 
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tion, in the behalf of which I have this day the honor to plead ;,— 
that ſo not only its permanency may be ſecured, but its benefits ex- 
tended that it may be furniſhed with the means, not merely of 

_ diffuſing its accuſtomed bleſſings, but of folding within its benefi- 
cent arms a new and a moſt melancholy deſcription of objects, 


which have every poſſible claim upon our tendereſt ſympathy, our 
firmeſt protection, our moſt effe&tual ſuccour*®, 1 conſider 


0 The nature and the office of faith,” 


The chriſtian believer has yielded a ſincere and a feeling aſſent | 
to the divine poſition, that © all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the 
glory of God,” With a ſeriouſneſs and an anxiety, becoming an 
immortal upon the verge of eternity, he has © called his ways to re- 
membrance:” he has reviewed the prevailing principles by which 
he has been actuated, the affections, tempers, and 1 imaginations _ 
has habitually indulged, and the manner in which his time and his 
talents, his mercies and his faculties, have been ſeverally employed. 
The retroſpect which Conſcience thus faithfully exhibits, is neither 
gratifying to his pride, nor productive of peace. He ſtands con- 
vided at the tribunal of his own heart ,of having, in inſtances beyond | 
the reach of calculation, oppoſed the will, violated the law, and 
trampled upon the honor, of the Lord his God. > 


But further. Another 3 of the bible, ſolemn, unambi- 

guous, and deciſive, has engaged his attention and conſtrained 

his belief; All the world is become guilty before God”. His rea- 

ſon and his fears had taught him the probabrlity that vengeance is 
the deſert of tranſgreſſion; the ſcriptures oſ eternal truth have eſtab- 

liſhed the certainty of the awful fact. He therefore ſubmiſſively 
acknowledges that © the wages of fin”, yea of Is fin, © is death -an 

9 — C ever- 


* The Luxarie Au was this day opened for the. reception of patients. 
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everlaſting excluſion fram the kingdom of glory, and a participa- 
tion of thoſe horrors, which no vigour of imagination can compre- 
hend, which nolenity will relieve, andno time muſt terminate. Hence, 
he ſtands before his God abaſed, alarmed, and confounded. He 
opens his lips, not to deny or to palliate his tranſgreſſions, but to 
confeſs them in all their deformity of ingratitude and inſult, and at- 
tended with the hateful aggravation of careleſs or of obſtinate repeti- 
tion. He preſents himſelf before his Judge, not to arraign the equity 
of the ſentence which condemns him, but to pour out his humbled 


heart, in the meek but i importunate ſpirit of the Publican, * God be 
merciful to me a a ſinner,” 


We are now contemplating a tranſgreſſor of the law of God in- 
dulging a diſpoſition ſuitable to his character, and imploring pardon 
vith an earneſtneſs becoming his ſituation. We are contemplating 

an offender ſurmounting the diſgrace, and eſcaping from the miſery, 
of the fall ;—for we are contemplating one, to whom the promiſes of 
the Goſpel are directed, over whom the Angels are beginning to re- 
Joice, and upon whom * the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eter- 
nity is looking down with complacency and love“. 


85 But let us accompany the believer in his tranſition from ſear to 
hope, from anxiety to peace, from gloom to exultation. He has 
been taught by the word and the Spirit of the Lord, that a de- 
liverance, which man had neither wiſdom to deviſe, nor goodneſs 
to attain, nor ſtrength to effect, has been fully and for ever accom- 
pliſhed by the Son of God. He has been taught, and he credits the 
animating aſſertions, that That eternal life which was with the Fa- 
ther“ © made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a ſervant,” —that this condeſcending and wonderful Perſonage © be- 
came obedient to the law for man,” * ſuftered for fins, che juſt for the 


unjuſt, . 


n Luke; xv, 10. Iſaiah, }xvi. 2. 


| e 
unjuſt,” and, after he had * overcome the ſharpneſs of death, opened 
the kingdom of heaven to all believers.” Hence, he perceives a beau- 
ty, and he feels an attractive energy, in the ſacred and concluſive poſi- 
tion, © Other ſoundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which 
is Jeſus Chriſt.” To this foundation he eagerly approaches; 
and he reſts upon the Saviour's © obedience unto death” for 
preſent ſecurity and peace, for final and complete redemption. He 
does not, and he dares not, aſſociate with the blood of Immanuel 
his own duties, whether religious or moral: he does not, becauſe he 
is aſſured that the atonement of the croſs is as extenſive as his i iniqui- 
ties, —he darcs not, becauſe he is informed by the ſame authority, 

that if he ventures upon the experiment * Chriſt ſhall Profit him 
. 


We hive now attained, I truſt, a ſcriptural idea of that faith, with 
which ſalvation 1s connected. It is preceded by a view of the evil, 
and an apprehenſion of the conſequences, of ſin: but its grand dil. 
criminating property conſiſts in making that the alone ground of our 

hope towards God, which alone has ſatisfied his juſtice for our ſins. 
In a word, it is a principle produced in the heart by the power of 

the Divine Spirit, the object of its regard and reliance is Chriſt cru- 

_ cified, and i Ns run are © Glory to God in the higheſt, and goodwill 
towards men.”— This idea leads me to conſider 


II. Its energy and its effects: it ” worketh by love.” 


We have already accompanied the believer to the time, when, 
impelled by neceſſity, allured by invitations, and encouraged by pro- 
miles, he ventured to truſt in the Redeemer for mercy and for peace. 
The conſequences of his unreſerved affiance are immediate and glo- 
rious, extenſive and everlaſting. His unrighteoufneſs i is forgiven, 


and his ſin is covered.“ Tough ungodly, he is juſtified“. Though 
he 


®* Ron. iv. . 
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he had yielded ſubjection to the prince of darkneſs, he is row be- 
come the charge of Angels“. Though he had lived to no better 
purpoſe than to negle& and inſult his God, he is now reſtored to 
his favor, and made happy in his love. He dares to call him Father, 
and to expect from him all that tenderneſs which uncreated Good- 
neſs can maniſeſt, and all that protection which Almighty power 
can afford. He is aſſured by promiſes, neither few nor ambiguous, 

that, in his paſſage through a dangerous and a miſerable world, he ſhall 
receive wiſdom adequate to every dithculty, courage or ſupport 
adapted to every conflict, conſolation or patience proportionate to 
every diſtreſs. He is further aſſured, that when the laſt tremendous 
moment {hall arrive, when the earth ſhall “ reel to and fro, and 
ſtagger like a drunken man,” and © the powers of heaven ſhall be 
ſhaken,” he ſhall be lultained 1 in confidence amidſt the general con- 
vulſion, and be carried in triumph through chat hour of vengeance, 
which reduces the world to aſhes. 


Imagine him to have theſe expectations, grounded upon the im- 
mutable faithfulneſs and mercy of Jehovah, and to poſſeſs a true, 
though inadequate, idea of that miſery from which he is redeemed, 
of that * exceeding and eternal weight of glory” to which he is re- 
ſerved, and of the tender compaſſions of that Redeemer, at the ex- 
penſe of whoſe humiliation, ſufferings, and death, his deliverance 
and bleſſedneſs were purchaſed, and then enquire, What muſt be 
his emotions, what his prevailing diſpoſitions ? The bible has af. 
forded us an anſwer. © Having much forgiven him, he loves much“, 
That original and ſacred law, which ſin had obliterated, is again 
vvritten upon his heart. His affections are transferred from vice and 
vanity to his adorable and adored Benefactor. To feel the vaſtneſs 
of his obligations forms the eſſence of his happineſs, and to evidence 


a becoming ſenſe of them, by the unaffected effuſions of gratitude, 
and 


— Heb, l. 14. 
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and by the ſilent tribute of an n obedient liſe, is his aim, his prayer, 
and his glory. | | 


But his love to God is productive of a love to mankind, pure in 
its principle, and exalted in its degree. Himſelf the object of the 
moſt ſtupendous benevolence, his heart is ſoftened, and, in a meaſure, 
molded into the ſame image. He reveres and he bows to the autho- 
rity, which commands him to conſider himſelf as a member of one 
common family, compoſed of all people, nations, and languages, 

created by the ſame Father, partakers of the ſame nature, compre- 
| hended in the ſame invitation of one glorious Goſpel. Indulging 
theſe views, his ſoul is expanded; he riſes ſuperior to the ſordid ſel- 
fiſnneſs, in which he had been ingulphed, and he EXPETIENCES the 
delight of that ſacred principle, which © ſeeketh not her own. Hence, 
if he be not diffuſing bleſſings with a liberal and an extended hand, — 
il he be not a ſather to al! the fatherleſs, —if he make not every wi- 
dow heart to ſing for joy, —if he be not viſiting the African in his 
_ affliction, to rend aſunder the chain which avarice has forged, and 
infernal cruelty has riveted ; if he be not traverſing the moral world, 
that he may teach the guilty how they may ſing of pardon, the cap- 
tives of dehverance, and © them who have no might” of the ſuccour 
of an everlaſting arm :—in a word, if he be not dealing happineſs 
through the whole creation, and making earth appear the vicinity 
of, heaven, the reaſon is this, —his means and his opportunities bear 
Ku a ſcanty proportion to the extent of his deſires, and the fervour 
of his ſupplications. i 


Say now ye ſuſpicious advocates for Morality, whether ſalvation 
by grace betrays or promotes her intereſts. Say, what can inſpire 
that Benevolence, which ſeeks its direftion from the word of God, 
and propoſes, as its end, the honor of his name,—which can com- 
prehend within its graſp the whole world of beings, and maintain 
its vigour though frequently called upon to communicate, —which 

— D can 
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can preſerve 1ts ſervour, under the chilling requital of ingratitude, 
and perlevere 1n 1ts progreſs through miſconception or calumny, 
ſauished and thankful if the ſum of human miſery be diminiſhed, and 


the approbation of God ſecured. Adopt the ſentiment of the Apoſtle, 
and lay, THE LovE or CHRIST. 


The diſcuſſion of the origin, nature, and extent of chriſtian cha- 
rity, very obvioully leads me to conſider in what ways, and to what. 
degree, the defires of the benevolent may be ſulfilled, by a a gene- 
rous encouragement of that Inſtitution, lor which I am appointed 
to plead. 


1 The aflited poor meet with that ſeaſonable aſſiſtance, which, 
by removing their affliction, diveſts their poverty of its poignant | 
evil. Let us ſuppoſe a labourer or mechanic arreſted in the career 
of his induſtry, by the myſterious but holy providence of God, and 
laid upon a bed of ſickneſs. All thoſe ſimple ſources of ſatisfaction, 
which the goodneſs of the Lord Almighty has opened for the com- 


40 fort of the indigent, are at once dried. up. Departed 1s that enjoy- 


ment which aroſe from a ceſſation from daily toil, —gone is that 
pleaſure which reſulted from the reflection, that che pittance he had 


earned would ſupport the family he loved, —fled are all the mild and 
rational delights of domeſtic intercourſe. Perhaps, by the perſever- 
ing efforts of labour, and by a watchfu! frugality, he had accumu- 
lated a little hoard, for the ſupport of a widow, or the benefit of a 
child. This hoard is reſorted to and alas! is ſoon exhauſted; and 
though he has expended but little, the heart of ſenſibility will feel 
that he has expended Ae all, But he is not a ſolitary ſufferer, nor 
is it from the combination of his own pain and neceſſities that his mi- 
ſery principally ariſes. His near connections are bending under the 
calamity ; and whilſt they are feeding upon the bread and the water 
of affliction, every pang is augmented, the ſcene, which was at firſt 
gloomy, aſſumes a darker aſpect, and, to ule the language of inſpi- 
| ration, 


(1 
ration, the“ iron enters into his ſoul.” Is the aſſiſtance of a Pariſh 
requeſted ? If a refuſal can be given with impunity, a refuſal, in ma- 
ny inſtances, may be expected. If relief be afforded, it is not unuſu- 
ally afforded with a parſi monious reluttance, which embitters the 
miſerable pittance; it is not unuſually afforded with inſult and re- 
proach, as if calamity were a crime: ſor alas! the prevalent mode of 
{arming out the poor, has given birth to a ſyſtem of oppreſſion, 
- which iſſues at once in the increaſing obduracy of the oppreſſor, and 


in the aggravated diſtreſs of the needy and afflicted. 


To reſcue from this. pitiable ſtate of wretchedneſs, to impart, 
under God, the glow of health where ſickneſs had exerted its rava- 
ges, to give to a depreſſed and a deſponding family © the oil of joy 
for mourning, — this is the glorious employment of the preſent hour. 


Heart will ſurely vie with heart, and hand will emulate hand, in this 
godlike work of beneficence and mercy. 


2. A ſecond caſon, upan which I would ground an earneſt ſoli- 
citation of your liberality, ariſes from the circumſtances of the times.— 
Attempts are made by the ſophiſt, under the guiſe of argument, — 
by the inſolent, under the maſk of bold integrity,—by the lawleſs 

and diſobedient, under the ſpecious and lovely form of liberty, to 

perſuade the poor, that they are bending under oppreſſion, which 
they never felt, and treated by their ſuperiours with a contumelious 
neglect, which they never obſerved. You have now an opportunity 
of exerciſing the moſt enlarged benevolence, by endeavouring to 
counteract the artful and malicious deluſion ;—the deluſion, which 
has a manifeſt tendency, and is perhaps intended, to excite that 
tempeſt, which would overwhelm in one common ruin, our ſecurity 
and our peace, our religion and our laws, our comforts and our all. 

By encouraging an Aſylum, opened for the comfort of the lower or- 

ders of the community, where their wants, in the hour of affliction, are 

ſupplied, and where their pains and maladies are mitigated or re- 
| moved, 
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moved, — they will ſee and they will feel, that they are not the objects 
of that contempt, which Anarchy would perſuade them to imagine, 
nor expoſed to any calamity, which Opulence refuſes to commiſe- 
rate and relieve. Thus, the oblations of chriſtian love may prove 
the oblations of patriotiſm, and he who this day has © pity upon the 


poor, may be found, and that not OOF a ſupporter of the 
Kingdom. 


3. I feel myſelf under a peculiar obligation to ſolicit no common 
exertion of your munificence, becauſe our charitable Inſtitution is 
about to extend its hoſpitable ſhelter, and, we truſt, its healing bleſ- 
ings, to that moſt pitiable claſs of our fellow-creatures, who exhibit 
our common nature in melancholy and complete deſolation. The 
Insanz Poor, for whom I am this day a feeble Advocate, are un- 
able to plead their own cauſe. Unable did I ſay ? I retract the word. 
There is a language in their ſituation, there is an eloquence, both 

in their miſchievous wildnels, and in the ſilent gloom of their deſpon- 
dency, which pleads more forcibly than could the tongue of an 
Angel. They addreſs you through that ſtate of degradation and 
| helpleſſneſs to which they are reduced, and this is their addreſs ;— 

* We are Strangers, Ol take us in, Strangers to the dignity of acting 

: by a perfect, or even by a precarious, rule, for the light of revela- 

tion reaches not our benighted intellects, and the lamp of reaſon 1s 
put out in darkneſs ;—Strangers to the comforts of ſocial and do- 8 
meſtic intercourſe, for we are the burden and the grief of our con- 
nections, the terror of the timid, and the ſport of the profane ;— 


Strangers to the love and the enjoyment of our God, for we are 


precluded from his worſhip, cut off from the glorious privilege of 
ſeeking his favor, and are inceſſantly liable to ruſh into an awful 
eternity, without a ſummons, and perhaps without a preparation. 
O!] then have compaſſion on us and help us.”—That this language is 
energetic and effective, the contributions of the preſent hour will, I 
truſt, abundantly teſtify, An emulation — from ſelfiſhneſs, 8, 


an 
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an tie ſanctioned by the Goſpel, will, I hope, be in ardent and 
vigorous exerciſe, whilſt we are uniting in the ſublime endeavour to 
reſtore, in every poſſible inſtance, man to himſelf, a member to ſoci- 
_ ety, acomforter to his family, a worſhipper to his God. 


4. The faſhion of this world paſſeth away. The time is advancing, 
the moment is preſſing hard upon us, when the groans of affliction 
and the voice of mirth will alike be ſtifled in the duſt ; and when we 
ſhall have received, at the bar of unerring and final deciſion, an irre- 
vocable ſentence, either to eternal life and a © crown of glory,” or to 
the bitter pains of everlaſting death.” It follows, therefore, that 
a charitable inſtitution, which, whilſt it provides for the removal or 
alleviation of preſent calamity, looks forward to the world of ſpirits, 
and ſtudies the welfare of the immortal ſoul, has claims upon our 
regard, ſtrong, peculiar, and even infinite. Theſe claims I would 
urge with earneſineſs, in behalf of the Leiceſter AF; 


Buy a wide and pious e the objects of our ſa atten- 
tion, when not incapacitated by the nature or the degree of their 


diſeaſe, are ſtatedly required to join in that admirable form of wor- 
ſhip, which for ſpirituality and copiouſneſs of ſentiment, ſimplicity 
and reverence of expreſſion, bears no faint reſemblance to the lan- 
guage of inſpiration. They enjoy, likewiſe, the invaluable privilege 


of hearing the word of God publiſhed and expounded; of having ; 


its doctrines elucidated, and its precepts enforced ; of having its 
awful ſanctions preſſed upon the conſcience, and the rich treaſures 
of redemption exhibited in all their magnitude, and in all their free- 
neſs. The effect has not altogether been unworthy the deſign, nor 
the means of grace unaccompanied with grace from on high. That 
a moral change has been produced, clear and determinate in its na- 
ture, beneficial and permanent in its effects, proofs, repeated and 
deciſive, might readily be adduced; —prooſs, which ſhould conſtrain 


 theadoring — ß This is the finger of God; - proofs, 
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(8) 
which will ſtimulate every benevolent heart, to abound in this 
* work of faith,” this © labour of love.” 


Let us for a moment dwell upon the animating idea, and contem- 
plate a character which has been ſoftened and impreſſed, renewed 
and made happy, within the walls of your Infirmary. 


Jou received him enveloped with ignorance, and wandering in 
the path of obliquity and ruin; you ſend him forth in the poſſeſſion 
of that knowledge, which is connected with * life eternal.” —You 
received him eicher a timorous or a ſullen ſlave of his luſts, filling up 
the meaſure of his ſins, and anticipating the dreadful reward: you 
ſend him forth, rejoicing in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
him free, and exulting in a hope full of immortality.—You received 


him a burden and a peſt to his fellow-creatures : you ſend him forth _ 


an ornamental and an uſeful link in the ſocial chain. —You received 
him prepared, perhaps, by habits of tranſgreſſion, for tumult, ra- 
pine, and rebellion: you ſend him forth ander the influence of Goſ- 
5 pel principles, and therefore—thankful for the protection of equal 
laws, thankful for the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty, 
thankful for the mild and beneficent adminiſtration of a gracious 
Sovereign, whom he has now learned to reverence ; for the Scrip- 
ture which has taught him to fear his God, has taught him, with the 


ſame perſpicuity, from the ſame authority, and under the ſame tre- 
mendous ſanctions, to © Honor the king. i 


But let us accompany him to the concluding conflict, and then | 


Y follow him beyond the confines of the earth. 


He who might have te at the awful hour of his depar- 
ture, either gloomy ſilence or deſpairing horrors, feels that Aimighty 
ſupport, that efficacious conſolation, which can give him a tri- 
umphant compoſure amidſt the agonies of diſſolution, and ſuſtain 

. his 


( 19 ) 
his hopes, whilſt eternity is opening before him, and a God of im- 
maculate purity is preſented to his view.—He who, at the morning of 
the reſurrection, might have been calling on the mountains to fall 
on him, and the hills to cover him, lifts up his head with confidence 
and rapture, for he recogniſes a Saviour in the great Arbiter of his 
doom, and beholds his complete © redemption drawing nigh.” —He 
who might have been appointed to a trembling ſtation on the left 
hand of the Judge, and ſentenced to the bitter and endleſs employ- 
ment of © weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, is aſſociated 
with his friends, and called upon to bear a part in that chorus of 
gratitude, adoration, and joy, © Bleſſing, glory, honor, and power, 


be unto Him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for 
ever and ever.” | 


oy, But are theſe various, exalted, and eternal benefits confined to the _ 
individual, who has been inſtructed, pardoned, and renewed ? No: 
the bleſſing he has received may be as extenſive in its effects, as it is 


excellent in its nature. When he 'ceaſes to be the charge of your 


beneficence, he comes forth into the world to © make manifeſt the 
ſavour of the knowledge of Chriſt,” and to © let his light ſhine before 


men.” He has a family, whom he can exhort with axon: - he. 
has a neighbourhood, to whom he can preach by tegrity and 
kindneſs ; he has fellow-creatures in every corner of the earth, for 


whom he can importunately pray, and upon whom he may draw 


don che everlaſting riches of the ſalvation of God. 


Thus, va little leaven may leaven the whole lump. »The advanta- 
ges received in your Houſe of Mercy, may be felt and increaſingly 
diffuſed through the ſucceſſive ages of the world: nay, they may aſſiſt 
in bringing forward that glorious and predicted period, when © the 
knowledge of the Lord {hall cover the earth, as the waters cover the 
ſea.” A ſtronger argument for your liberality I cannot urge: may 
its energy reach every heart, and may the effects of that energy be 


ſuch . 


4. 3 
* ſuch a contribution, as will ifſue in the glory of our God, in the im- 


mediate comfort, and in the final and perfect bleſſedneſs, of e 
ſouls! Amen. 


N EG 
THE END. 
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